ONLINE SOURCES: FINDING ARTICLES WHICH MAKE ARGUMENTS 
Note I: Assessing articles--Some quick ways to assess whether the piece makes an argument (be aware that these ideas won't always work on every piece of writing)

· Is there a clear thesis in the first paragraph or two? 

· When the article presents quotes or summaries of other peoples' ideas do they merely present them or do the use and counter these ideas to further a particular point of view? 

· One of the best indicators: look at the conclusion. Often newspaper articles will end with a quote from someone instead of making their own argument. An argument piece generally has a proposal or a call to action or a statement of belief. 

Note II: Some of these sources (like SIRS and CQ Researcher) tend to present issues as having two sides. Be careful because framing debates as pro/con and only two-sided can limit our ability to see the diversity of opinions which fall on a continuum of belief concerning a particular issue. Still, these kinds of Pro/Con articles can work for the Strong Response and then lead you to other, more nuanced, sources as you work towards your Synthesis Draft and Final Researched Argument.
Note III: See “Tutorials” under “Writing Assisstance” at http://libweb.slcc.edu/index/tutorial for multimedia/video tutorials on how to use the databases. 

SLCC Library Resources: (each of these will require you to be on campus OR to login with your S# and the last four digits of your phone number if using them from home) 
1. Research Tools Page: A comprehensive page which lists all of the different ways of accessing information at the library. Note that you can search with one click all books, articles, and media in the SLCC system by using WebFeat. http://libweb.slcc.edu/index/research-tools
2. SIRS Knowledge Source can be accessed from the SLCC library site (on campus or from home with your S#). Doing searches from SIRS will yield a mix of informational newspaper articles and opinion pieces. One of the best ways to find opinion pieces is to click on “Your Top Ten Pro vs. Con” box. There are ten highlighted issues where you can find several opinion pieces on both sides of an issue. You can also click on “more issues” to see an alphabet list of past highlighted issues. Once you choose an issue, read the “Overview” then click on the “Pro/ Con” tab in order to learn about the “scene.” These descriptions of the various sides provide links to several articles you might use for your Strong Response or for research in general.  http://libweb.slcc.edu/index/research-databases
3. CQ Researcher is another good source with similar features to SIRS. Utilize the “Advanced Search” link on the left of the homepage. From here you can click on several specific types of articles. If you are investigating the “scene” (i.e. just trying to get a sense of the issue) then you might click on “background,” “chronology,” and “Current Situation.” If you are trying to find a specific article for the Summary/ Strong Response, the Synthesis Draft, or research for your Researched argument, you might click on “Pro/Con.” Here you will find commentators responding to a question (e.g. Should the television industry do more to curb depictions of violence?) about a particular issue, one answering “yes” and another answering “no” with fairly extensive justifications.  http://libweb.slcc.edu/index/research-databases
4. Ebsco Host tip: When using Ebscohost use "advanced search" (you should use this when using any search engine or database search). Also, you might choose "editorial" or other types (genres) under "document type” in order to ensure you are finding a piece which is making an explicit argument. Also, take note of the options to “limit” and “expand” your search. http://libweb.slcc.edu/index/research-databases
Internet Sources

5. SLCC Library Recommended Websites by category: http://libweb.slcc.edu/index/recommended-web-sites
6. Arts and Letters Daily: A comprehensive list of articles and commentators, etc. Not everything here is an "argument" but much is. Stay away from the news sites unless you look up opinion/ Op Ed pieces. Also, note that if you can identify a conservative or liberal commentator then you could link to opinion pieces they've written. 

For example if you were researching legalizing drugs and wanted to find an argument against it you could identify conservative commentators. Maybe you Google "conservative columnists," then find their name on the list at the left on this page (you'll have to scroll down to "Columnists") and click on the link. Also, you can see a short list of commentators and their political leanings on p. 396. 

One last tip: use control F (push the control button and the letter "F") in order to find key words on this page. This can be a good tool as you are looking for particular issues or key words in articles or other websites. http://aldaily.com/
7. Find Articles: This site again will also find newspaper articles but it does have options to choose certain kinds of sources. Be warned that there are a lot quite of pop ups and ads here. http://www.findarticles.com/
8. Use PBS or NPR site: These sites won't always contain a specific article which makes an argument (though sometimes they do) but they will allow you to search for particular issues. The results will often allow you access to commentators, politicians, academics, titles of books etc. who/which *are* making specific arguments about the particular issue. Often there are links to outside sources or, as I suggested before, you could take these names of commentators, articles, and books and search for them on Google. www.pbs.org www.npr.org
9. Common Dreams: This site is fairly liberal/ left. It does contain newspaper (non-argument type articles) but still has many opinion pieces. Note the list of names under "Viewpoints."  http://www.commondreams.org/
